
JAPAN FINDS DEMOCRACY IN RICE POT
Recent RiotsShow People Are Trying!

to Leap Upon the Seats of the
Ancient Gods

Old Princes Practised Brotherhood as
Aesthetics but Made Their Slaves
Kiss Their Feet Just the Same

By Adachi Kinnosuke
THE recent rice riot in Japan Is

really the electric display ad¬
vertising board, literally as

broad as the empire, of a more or less
sensational leap which democracy has
taken in that sacred moss-coated land
of the gods. That is about the only
meaning worth while bothering about
in connection with the riot.

It was not the advertisement of the
birth of democracy in the land, as some

good American friends of ours believe.
Asia is an old, old home of democracy
.although this must be scandalous
news to the American who has come to
believe that democracy is the one sacred
commodity on which the white race

has always had permanent patent and
exclusive manufacturing rights.
As a matter of sober historic fact a

Hindu therefore colored prince who
sat upon the throne of Delhi essayed
to establish an Indian Empire "broad-
based upon the people's will," as

Achmed Abdullah once told the Amer¬
ican reading public. And that Hindu
prince had lived ages before Voltaire,
Rousseau, Robespierre or Beaumar¬
chais became acquainted with their
own mothers or one Mr. Benjamin
Franklin could s<t a line of tvpe.
"Oh. to Feel What
Wretches Feel!"

In Japan democracy, in the sense of
a government for the people, existed
in the days of the ancient Mikados, who
were wont to walk out into wintry,
snowy nights bare to the skin in order
that they might remind themselves of
the hardships their beloved people
were enduring. It has been the boast
of the chronicles of Elder Nippon that
her sovereigns "from ages eternal"
have always built their governmental
policies iinon the principle called
"Mimpon Shugi." And the mirnpon
shugi means, if it does mean anything
at all, that the people arc the whole
thing and the state is all for the
people.

In democraoy, in the sense of a so¬

ciety which offers equal opportunity for
successes and achievements to all the
people of every standing and station,
Asian states have been a good deal
more advanced than Europe, and quite
as much so as the United States of
North America. To one Nupoleon who
flared as the one sensation of five cen¬
turies of European history Asia can
name quite a number Tamerlane, At¬
tila. Ghengiz Khan, Runjeet Singh, Shi-
Hwang-ti, Ilideyoshi.
The last named gentleman lived in

Japan in the latter half of the sixteenth
century. He was the son of a
humble peasant and a sandal bearer;
he attained the position of Shogur
under the proud title of Taiko, the mil¬
itary chieftain of the country and the
de facto sovereign of the empire.
One need not go so far back into his

tory if he does not wish to. There h
Yuan Shih-kai in China; there is Princi
Ito in Japan. Yuan was a low-caste Ho
nanese adventurer. When he died he wa¡
the dictator of China, althougñ he die
not quite succeed in establishing his

i own imperial dynasty. Prince Ito was

I once the janitor of a small private
school, the famous Matsushita Bijiku,
taught by Yoshida »Shoin. He travelled
all the distance between the bare-leg-
ged, penniless student to a prince of
the empire, and was perhaps the most
trusted adviser of unquestionably the
most remarkable sovereign who ever
sat upon the throne of the Mikados.
Hut democracy, in the sense of a gov-

ernment by the people.that, also, the
people of Japan eiid have once. But

j that was in the misty days lost in the
twilight of history, when our august
ancestors were running about clotheii
mostly in atmosphere and partly in ani¬
mals' skins. Since then, with the in¬
troduction of culture and with social
and political progress, they have never
had it, until until the present Count
Itagaki dramatically introduced it into
the fervid fancies of the young poli¬
ticians of the New Japan.
At Gifu, while Itagaki was delivering

his fiery speech on popular rights (po¬
litical», a young man- not a fanatic, as

any standard history would tell you
but a sincere devotee of the imperta'
house and the imperial system of gov¬
ernment.attacked him with a daggei
and wounded him. It was before t

large audience, more or less excitée
with this new doctrine of populai
lights. It made a splendid scene, vivie
with the flow of blood. And as th«
orator fell he cried: "Itagaki may die
but Liberty, never!"
The strange and eloquent thing abou

the exclamation was that it was no
theatrical in any sense whatever. Coun
Itagaki had formed a political part;
of his own and christened it"Jiyu-to"
that is to say, "the party of liberty.
And the Japanese have always looke«
upon Itagaki as the father of popula
political rights in Japan.

»Since the days of Count Itagaki's ac
tivities for the promotion of popula! political rights the history of politica
Japan teems with facts which testify t«
the growth, to a sensational and almos
scandalously rapid growth, of democ
racy. Time was when the men of th
two powerful clans of the South, whic
had more than any other influent-
helped to bring the Emperor back t
the actual power of the government
the men of Satsuma and of Chosu-
held the power of the government i
their hands. But that is a thing of th
past now. Time was when the so-calle
Elder Statesmen -mostly men of th
Satsuma and Choshu claps.used prai
tically to dictate the major policies <
the government. That time is als
gone. When the Yamamoto Cabine
fell, in March, 1914, the political Japa
thought that it heard the knell of th
so-called clan cabinets. It was not mil
taken.
One of the most sensational events i

the history of political Japan was tl
coming of Okuma out of the class

j quietude of his Waseda estate and ini
the Premiership following the downfa
of the Yamamoto regime. When Coui
Okuma retired, in 1898, from the Pr
miership he was sixty years of age. J
that time the prevailing opinion wi
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The group above is- remarkable in that it shows Japanese peasants and an aristocrat ¡Viscountess Kano) standing together. The
viscountess is marked by a cross. A few years ago the peasant women beside her would have been required to keep their foreheads against the
ground so long as she was in sight.

Below, at the left, is Count Itagaki, father of popular political freedom in Japan, and at the right Prince Keikyu Tokugawa, the heirof the late Prince Keiki Tokugawa, the last of the Tokugawa Shoguns, and greatest democrat among the Japanese aristocracy.

that the political career (if the count
was closed. More than anybody else
the count himself thought so. He re¬
tired to Waseda and devoted himself to
his two )>;¡7 hobbies the Waseda Uni¬
versity, one of the greatest universities
in the empire, and to trees and garden-'
making. Sixteen years he spent in the
scholarly, atmosphere of his library
and of his university, which he had
founded with his own private funds.
Then, at the age of seventy-six, he was
summoned to form the ministry. Bui
that was not th«' thing which impressed
his country and his people.
Count Okuma has always been looked

upon as the leader of the people. For¬
eign reporters invariably style him the
one democrat of Japan... And there is
no gainsaying the fact that he has said
a good deal on the subject of popular
government and the rights of the
people. At any rate, his return to power
was interpreted as a distinct triumph
of democratic ideas by all the poli¬
ticians in ,1 a¡i.i a.

Hut, after all, the most significant
triumph of democratic ideals among
tl.c people of Japan is not in the realm
of politics. It is in a more permanent,
a more vital realm of social structure

'of the people and their sentiment

toward it. Merc especially in the senti¬
ments ,".,' the men and women who com¬

pose the nobility of the realm toward
cías: (i ist inet ions and oldtime usages
coniu i ted wi th them.

Harly in the summer of 1917 a new
naval attaché to the Japanese embassy

¡at Washington was appointed. When
ho landed at San Francisco in fact,
before he had the chance to land an

euterprhiing reporti r ft'i m a Jap
pa] er ubi hod there nabbed him
aboard the steamship Tenyo-Maru, one
of the crack transpacific liners, which
had brought the alt at he ov ¦;..

The reason for this prompt and un-

ceremonious attack on the newcomer
was that, he bore the title of viscount,
¡'.»it. of course, a mere viscount is noth¬
ing i.i all whatever in these days, even
in Japan. But the particular title in
connection with the particular naval
attaché meant something more. The
young ».'en tieman was to the manner
bon», and the title in his case meant
that he was the present head of th"
House of Hottti, the ex-Daimyo of the
famous Clan of Sano. At tin.' first men¬

tion of his title the nobleman fired this
shaft at the reporter an felled him
to the floor senseless with amaze-
ment

> "Iyamo, kwazoku no sanzoku no

shishaku no goshaku no to yuyona
hanashiwa doka yamenithite kure-
lamael"

Annihilating
Glass Distinction

Which, as all my American readers
can see for themselves, is at once the
most deadly as well as the most humor¬
ous anathema on any such anachronism
as aristocracy that ever came from a

pair of human lips. Only thing about
the expression is that it is so finely
flavored with the magic of Japanese
words that it cannot be translated into
any other foreign tongue. And be¬
cause it cannot be, I shall not be guilty
of attempting it here. Hut it simply
annihilates the very sense of class
distinction. It does more than that; it
laughs it out of existence. And the
reporter devotes a good part of the
interview to the description of the sack
coat and straw hat of the nobleman,
which so beautifully and scandalously
tuned with his ultra-democratic senti¬
ment and behavior.
But an incident which points out and

demonstrates this tremendous and pro¬
found growth of democracy among the
people of Japan in, perhaps, the most
extreme and dramatic and positive
manner took place but a few weeks ago
in this very City of New York.
Prince Yoshihisa Tokugawa was here

then, heading the Red Cross mission.
One night the Prince had an entirely
informal and quiet dinner with two
others on the roof of the Astor Hotel.
One of the two while waiting for the
appearance of the Prince said to the
other:
"How tremendously the old world has

changed! I would like to see how my
august grandfather would have acted
had he heard that his grandson was to
dine with the head of the Tokugawa
family.of the Shogun's family vis-a¬
vis in a close intimacy of a small table!
He would have expired on the spot with
the shock, or if not t'aat he would have
committed hara-kiri right off to apolo¬
gize for the sacrilege of the very inti¬
mation of any such outrageous thing.
For all 1 know the ghost of my august
ancestor may be performing the sacred
rite of the Samurai in the shadow world
at this very minute. Why, my ances¬

tors could not have approached the dais
of the Shogun on their hands and knees.
And here is their degenerate posterity
actually invited to sit wifn the present
head of the Shogun's family, talk with
him, eat with him on an absolute
equality."

The dinner was good, but by no

means pretentious. It did not take
much more than an hour- quite long
enough, however, to convince the two
dinner companions of the prince that
they were enjoying the rare fortune
of being in the presence of a man who
was at one and the same time the
bluest of all Nippon's bluebloods and
as well the greatest democrat out of
that ancient realm.
As though to nail this impression

I for all eternity, the party, after din-

ner. descended on Broadway acdpicked its way to a movie theatre Th
men paid the extravagant sum of 'some*thing like 60 cents each for the sea*sAnd from the rearmost end of H,
theatre the prince and his party viewedwith more or less pathetic humor the
moving picture reproduction of the re¬
ception given to Prince Tokugawa andhis party at the White House at Wash¬
ington by the President of the I'nited
States!

Even more significant and certair.lv
much more picturesque than this inC!".
dent was an event which took place in
Japan not so many weeks ago. The
Viscountess Kano is personally on-
ducting wives of the farmers and arti¬
sans of Ichino Miya, in the prefecture
of Chiba, about the country to enjoy
first-hand study and observation of the
various industrial activities art»! enter¬
prises of the empire. It is one of the
most effective ami extensive methods
of liberal education employed in that

'land of people wellnigh crazed with
the fever of education and investiga-
tion. And in that there is no particu-
lar significance.
What is shockingly startling about

this incident is this fact:

Aforetime They Would
Have Kissed the Dust

Viscountess Kano is the wife of Vis-
count Kano, who was the daimyo or

¡ the lord, of the Ichino Miya Clan. In
the good old days of the Samurai and
the sword- not so many years ago,
either these farmers' and workmen's
wives would have behaved somewhat

j differently from tite way they are

carrying themselves to-day. If they
had met the palanquin of our noble
Lady Kano on a public highway -in the
days of the Old Nippon these farm-
ers' wives would not have dared to lift
their eyes to the palanquin of the
noble lady, let alone to her person.
Moie than that, those women would
have taken off their wooden clops or

straw sandals, knelt upon them right
there on the dusty road, and. what is
more, wiped the road with their fore-
head- as the palanquin passed them by.
There are foreign visitors to Japan

who look upon the super-dreadnoupht
fleet of the Japanese navy and lose
their breaths in a lit of wonder, re¬

calling the wooden junks with spears
and streamers and with no >runs what-
soever which, tried to stop (Commodore
Perry's fleet at traga. They are silly.
those visitors, and wasting their won-

,;. r lik.' a spendthrift.
They should open their eyes t" thin

miracle of democratic evolution in
Japan presented here through the sim
p'.e fact of Viscountess Kano and her
party of farmers' wives of Ichino
Miya. There is nothing as crude and
noisy about these ladies as the rice
riots reported to be na'ion-wide in
Japan at present. But it is quite a?

emphatic and illuminating a testimony
as the other of the vita) presence of
the spirit of democracy in Japan of
which America has had but the most

shadowy suspicion.
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Three Base Units Here Will Distribute;
Men to Twenty-Seven Institutions

Throughout Country
Ellis Island, Staten Island and Manhat-
tan Stations Ready.Central Pal- I

ace Will Have 4,000 Beds
THE glorious and tragic back-

wash of the great Allied victory
of the -.lame has begun to reach
America. The great debarkation

hospitals in New York, built to care for
thousands of our wounded soldiers, are
beginning to have real work to do. The
thin stream of returning fighters which
has been trickling back over our "bridge
of ships" has swollen suddenly, thoughquietly and without attracting the at¬
tention of the public.
The first of the ve?sels carry¬

ing sick and wounded Americans from
the trenches has arrived. Others are
o«i their way. Sometimes patients
are received day after day, where theyhave been coining at intervals of one
two and three weeks.
On a certain day recently 103 pa

tients from overseas had arrived a'
Ellis Island shortly after noon, ant
more were expected that evening.
Aboard the little government boa

.;»'. pliea between the Battery and thi
.'I are officers, soldiers, sailors

friends or relatives who have been fort
nnate enough to obtain a pass to visi
an inmate of the hospital, and one o
two smartly but simply dressed societ;
women, workers in the Bed Cross ten
or bent on some errand of cheer to th
hospital.
Major fiaig is in charge of the islane

j»r.d it is he who puts the visitor i
charge of a guide, sonie officer statione
i the hospital.
The general impression made by th

! ospital, formerly the irnmigratio
station, i;: one of well planned sparand coolness. It is divided ¡nt
Islands 1, 2 and 'A, the Jon
r.tripa of land where the building
^tand being connected by a narro
strip. The «pace between Inlands 1 art
2, now occupied by water, will soon 1.
converted into a park. The adminl
trative offices and th* Bureau of Ii
formation «¦¦ on Inland 1 On Islar
'.'. is the i'.wj Cross tent and the moth
picture apparatus. Mere entcrtaii
men'« :>rc given nearly every Tuesdi
evening, and many («lebrítíes of tí

1

drama and vaudeville world gladly con¬
tribute their services.
Near the registration desk, where

six uniformed men sit before type¬
writers, on the dock where they have
been landed, are rows of sick and
wounded men. Some lie on stretchers;
ethers sit on benches just as they have
been carried or helped off the ship.Visitors are not allowed to speak to
the patients, but now and then the
guide, a friendly lieutenant, exchanges
a commonplace but kindly greeting.

In spite of the visible appeal to
sympathy made by the surgical cases
the men destined for the psychopath it
ward inspire the most pity. Eightsmental cases had been brought in thai
noon.enough to make necessary th<
opening of a second psychopathic ward
Shell shock cases, manifested in va¬
rious nervous ailments, are included ir
this class.
When the patients hare registerei

and been classified they are led or car
ried to their new quarters. The visitoi
is permitted to follow them. Then
are various wards for surgical, genera
medical, psychopathic and tubercula
patients.

In one ward alone -ÜÖ vacant bed
were awaiting occupants. No douh
the mattresses, although of the usui
hospital variety, will seem soft to
weary sufferer who has been forced t
endure a hammock on his trip acros
the ocean.

All the wards are cool and win
swept. In those that were occupi"
pi. "Of;rap.'is were cheering trie il
valids with gay and favorite tunes.
The hospital is provided with a maj

nificently equipped laboratory. Hei
row« and rows of bottle» filled wil
every conceivable drug needed in tl
practice of modern medicine line tl
shelve»., ilerp. piles upon pile« o' te:
tubes line the drawers. Jlrrc te¬
ure made. Two sterilizers are tl
special pride of the depart ment hea
Captain 'lurk.
Another featur«- of the hospital

the immense kitchen, where a urns
briny of cooks was engaged in makii

WOUNDED SOLDIERS HOME FROM FRANCE

ätfRS? * *¦**)^^
'In- picture shows a group of wounded American soldiers invalided home from France and now recuperating at a hospital on this ïide.Here are sent incapacitated soldiers who .'»re taught useful occupations so that they may not ;:<> out into the world handicapped.omelet« for the evening meai Those u table In the kitchen stood two great understood In the army" or any such! I'as ing through wards glimpses ofomolfl by Ihe ". i» lire not of ordi- bowls of dried peur-. They were sonk contemptuous description of meals bed patients wcro caught as they atenary i/.e, bul nre allowed to spread ¡ng, preparatory to being used fur sup would be out of place if npplled to tins a substantial supper with evident re!-ovcr tli«' bottom of the huge pan-. Un per on the following day. "Food us it institution [ ioh,

After looking over the wards, the
quarters for the staff and the officers
next invited inspection. These fare no

less well than the other inmates of
the institution, and the quarters are

both comfortable and airy.
The Red Cross tent occupies a con¬

spicuous place on Island 3. One or

two workers are alwavs on duty, and
these visit the wards to obtain details
about certain cases. Some of the
wc undetl men have not received any
pay for seven or eight months. It is
assumed the pay check is following tb.p
wounded men from company to base
hospital, and will finally overtake them
here. Others want, to communicate
with relatives or friends. Still others
want some littie comfort which can be
procured for them through this
channel.

In spite of the changed objective of
the institution about half a dozen im¬
migrants remain. The most attractive
among them is a little Spanish girl,
some six years of age, who is recover¬

ing from a contagious disease.
Two hospitals in New York where

patients are now being cared for are
at Ellis Island and at Fox Hifte, Staten
Island. Within a few weeks the alter¬
ations at the former Greenhui depart¬
ment store building, at Eighteenth
Street and Sixth Avenue, will be com¬
pleted. Then the Grand Central Palace
is to be converted at a cost of $300,000
into the largest war hospital in the
country with accommodations for near¬
ly 4,000 men. The Yale Club in this
city and tin- Hotel Nassau at LongBeach will be added to the chain.

In New York 529 officers of the med¬
ical, sanitary and dental arms of the
Medical Corps, 2,649 trained hospitalattendants, ambulance drivers and other
enlis'ted men of the medical service, 342
graduate army nurses and t>5 civilian
helpers represent forces ready for sei-
vice.
A fleet of six hospital boats, manned

by picked men and with nurses sup¬plied by the American Red Cross, be
aides two hospital trams. Nos. 1 and t
with a qonvalescent capacity of 260patients in addition to thirty bed
patients, are also ready to be culled up¬
on. Boat-, ami trains are finely equippedand every comfort for the patient has
been installed. The trains are in ten
rnrs. Captain Beit», Medical Corps, is
in charge of tram 1, and Captain Cor
win S. Mayes in charge of train 1.

Colonel James Í, Kennedy, s distin¬
guished med .-.'. officer «rular
army is 'i..:1 head of 1 real 'nodical

» ceiving and learin of this
for* A littli r ago an of¬
ficer and two men were ordered to
a«"' York to ... in on the huge
machine which is now in operation
s ,'.¦... .. ... l..,.. ; .-A unri

nil I'm r (.-.

hen the wounded and sick arrive
overseas." said G loni Keni

one lay li -. week, ... sei ling the
met od of procedur instituí
him, "they will be taken to oí e
debarkation hospitals From 1 thej
will be transferred to "¦'¦f'1.-
t\ seven genera] hosp «ughout
the country. Win:'..ver possible the
hospital nearest the patient's home

". to e v\ oui di ¦:

made during t he pel
at :¦ ¦¦ .¦ arkation hospi ..' ml th«
extenl of '¦.<¦. r injuries h .; bei
factorily determini la r. cün;
dition peí mits . e ti ansferre
to the general hospitals."
The Kiiis Island Hospital is ca I«

hv the Medical Corps Debarkation Hos
.',, IN- , .« -,. f... Ulli., !., <T»tllt!0
nv the Medical orps .' trieauon »»«

pita) No. 1. The Fox Mil's instituUon
on Staten Island is X»-. 2; Greenbafj
old store. No. 3. The r. spei tive be«
capacity o\ each 1.075, l,î '¦ ;-'

3,. .

In addition to the hospitals for¦ tn?
car.- of over; ei s ..' ients, lorn K'"

nedy is also in charge of three tjre»
embarkation hospitals for the tre<«"
ment of men who are under orders
ov, rseas servia Tin se are at »°;
boken, N. .1.; Secaucus, N. J-. sn,-
Hoffman Island, N. V. The c*P»cltJiYthese embarkation hospitals is, respe
tivelv, 763, 374 and ,

Then there are the base hospitals'1
Camn Merritt, N. J., and Camp M»"*
L. 1. These are for the care and trea

ment of soldiers training at home.
The normal bed capacity of hospiwi

now ready or soon to bo in °PerE"L
is 00,095. In an emergency 'h:*.cí;'' i
increased to a capacity oi 9p« '^.j
The normal capacit> of the «new

hospitals to receive overseas p»1";"'
is H '.; beds, and the ""«^
enpneitv 17.447. Other hospital .«^
struction now going on will »<"> »

beds.


